
EYFS Policy

We deliver an EYFS curriculum through high quality teaching and an enriched

learning environment. There is a balance between adult led teaching experiences

and child-initiated experiences. We ensure that all children reach their full

potential by developing skills, confidence and imparting knowledge as the children

take their first steps on their unique educational journey.

Our EYFS curriculum is rooted in our Gospel values teaching the children to care

for themselves, others and the environment. It has been designed to reflect our

beautiful local environment, the nature, farming and agriculture around our

school and the seasons of our year. It aims to teach the children how their

environment compares to other places, cultures and nature in other parts of the

world. There is a strong focus on caring for the environment around us and the

impact that they have on this.

The Early Years Unit allows FS1 (Preschool) and FS2 (Reception) to work together

for parts of the day, as well as having separate classroom areas and outside space

when required. Our curriculum prepares children to enter the next stage of their

education ready to tackle new challenges with confidence and a positive mindset.

Principles

Children learn best when they are happy and secure. We want them to develop a

positive attitude to school and a love of learning. We build their confidence and

encourage them to explore new ideas and take risks.

Children learn at different rates. We will respond to individual needs identifying

when there is a need for additional support and intervention. Teaching and

learning meets the needs and interests of the unique child allowing every child to

thrive.

Children's ability to listen and communicate increases their learning capacity. We

teach them to express themselves with confidence responding to the thoughts

and feelings of others.



The Learning Environment

The EYFS classrooms are organised to allow children to explore and learn securely

and safely. There are areas where the children can be active, explore and

investigate, be creative and imaginative or be quiet and rest. The classroom is set

up in learning areas, where children are able to find and locate equipment and

resources independently. The EYFS class has its own enclosed outdoor areas. This

has a positive effect on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers

opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when

indoors. It offers the children space to explore, use their senses and be physically

active and exuberant. We plan activities and resources for the children to access

outdoors that help the children to develop in all seven areas of learning.

Curriculum Overview

Weaving throughout our EYFS curriculum are three Characteristics of Effective

Learning.

● playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and

‘have a go’

● active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter

difficulties, and enjoy achievements

● creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas,

make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things

Our curriculum is based on the seven areas of learning and development. All areas

of learning and development are important and interconnected.  Three areas are

particularly important for building a foundation for igniting children’s curiosity and

enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships, and thriving.

These are called the prime areas:

• communication and language

• physical development

• personal, social, and emotional development.

Four areas help children to strengthen and apply the prime areas. These are called

the specific areas:



• literacy

• mathematics

• understanding the world

• expressive arts and design

We plan for an ambitious varied curriculum which ensures children progress

towards the end of foundation goals defined as Early Learning Goals. (ELGs)

Year A

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER

Out of this World

The uniqueness of me
My Planet

Big Question -Where in the

world am I?

Peering Into the Past

Steam Trains
Plants

Big Question - How have

people from the past

helped me?

Beauty and the Beast

Minibeasts
Africa

Big Question - How will my
actions now affect others in
the future?

Key Texts FS1

Incredible Me

Titch

Leafman

Q Pootle 5

Whatever Next

Mr Wuffles

Aliens love underpants

Peace At Last

Key Texts FS1

The train ride

That’s not my

Train Steam train

dream train

Where’s Spot

It starts with a seed.

Jack and the beanstalk.

Jasper’s beanstalk

Rosie’s Walk

Key Texts FS1

Hungry Caterpillar

Spyder,

The Giant Jam Sandwich

Pip and Posy - The

Friendly Snail

Super Worm

Peep inside bug homes

Handa’s Surprise

Baby went to market

Muma Panya’s Pancake

One Hen

Key Texts FS2

Incredible Me

Super Duper You

Ruby’s Worry

Perfectly Norman

Leaf Man

Poetry - Fireworks Night/Diwali

Whatever Next

The Crayons Christmas

Key Texts FS2

The Train Ride

Steam Train Dream Train

Oi Get off Our Train

Jack and the Jelly Bean

Stalk

Key Texts FS2

Last stop on market street

Handa’s Surprise

On Safari

The Bee Book



Magical Moments

Planetarium

Welly Walks

Magical Moments

Train Station Visit

Welly Walks

Hatching Eggs

Magical Moments

Growing caterpillars

Welly Walks

Year B

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER

Getting to Know You &

Heroes and Heroines

Super Heroes in the

community

Colours of Autumn - Let’s

get creative

Big Question -Who is

important - you or me?

Habitats

Polar Bears and Penguins

Local habitats

Big Questions - Will Polar

Bears and Penguins ever

meet?

Is it important to protect

vulnerable animals that live

far away?

What a Wonderful World

Down on the Farm (Growing)

Big Questions- How do we

care for living things?

Is it alive?
Where does our food come

from?

Key Texts FS1

The colour Monster

The Problem with Problems

Emily Brown Books

Leaf Man

Owl Babies

Gruffalo

Stickman

Nativity Stories

Key Texts FS1

Lost and Found

Polar Bear, Polar Bear

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes

Key Texts FS1

What the ladybird Heard

William Bees Wonderful World

of Tractors

Chickens Aren’t The Only Ones

The Gigantic Potato

Olivers Vegetables

Surprising Sharks

Hooray for Fish

There's a hole in the bottom

of the sea

Storm Whale

Someone Swallowed Stanley

Key Texts FS2

The Colour Monster

The Problem with Problems

Emily Brown Books

Grendel

Key Texts FS2

Leaf

Lost and Found

Emperor Penguin

Key Texts FS2

What the ladybird Heard

William Bees Wonderful World

of Tractors

Chickens Aren’t The Only Ones



Owl Babies

Stanley’s Stick

Gruffalo

Stickman

The Gigantic Potato

Oliver’s Vegetables

Magical Moments Magical Moments

Hatching Eggs

Magical Moments

Growing caterpillars

Assessment

Daily practice includes working closely with children and noticing how they are

developing and progressing.

Discussions are held with all adults in the setting about individual children’s

development.

Where there is a barrier to learning these are discussed and where this is

significant,  advice is sought from the school SENCO.

Within the first 2 weeks that a child starts reception, staff will administer the

Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA).

At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are

assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are:

• Meeting expected levels of development or,

• Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’)

The profile reflects ongoing observations and discussions with parents and/or

carers. The results of the profile are then shared with parents and/or carers.

The school has their own set of preschool goals which we feel reflect school

readiness.

Preschool Goals

Communication and Language

● Speaks in sentences of 4-6 words.

● Understands why questions.

● Link phrases using ‘because’

PSED



● Settles in and becomes a confident learner

● Plays alongside others within the environment

● Talks about their feelings.

Physical Development

● Uses the toilet independently.

● Balance along an obstacle course.

● Uses scissors confidently and safely.

Literacy

● Write the first 4 letters of their name with correct formation.

● Sequence a story that they know well.

● Match words that have the same initial sound.

● Enjoy sharing a book.

Maths

● Fast recognition of 3 items

● Deep understanding of numbers 1-5

● Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects

tells you how many there are in total.

Understanding the World

● Care for a plant.

● Observe and talk about a lifecycle. (eg. chicks and caterpillars)

● Understand the need to care for living things.

● Talk about their family.

● Talk about a difference in another country.

Expressive Arts and Design

● Sing 3 nursery rhymes.

● Sing a song by heart.

● Draw a picture that expresses emotion.

In Reception we work towards the Early Learning goals as set out in the Early Years

Framework 2021.

Transition



Before starting in our preschool parents and practitioners have the opportunity to

discuss the child’s development and interest to date.

We offer children settling in sessions. This is an opportunity for a child to get used

to the setting with their parents present. These sessions are tailored to meet the

needs of the child.

Children’s transition to Reception is supported by the fact that they are returning

to the same FS unit with familiar adults.

Any pupils who are new to our Reception class are offered settling in sessions in

the summer term. Parents are invited into school to discuss their child’s

development to date.

Working with Parents

We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong

partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.

Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and

development.

We make ourselves available to parents at the end of the school day should they

have any concerns and are in regular contact through class dojo, tapestry or face

to face.

For our younger children we take the opportunity at the end of the day to feed

back any significant events of the day with parents directly.


