
 

 

 

 

Friday 21st October 2022 

 

 

Newsletter 

Dear Families and Friends 

 

We’ve reached half way through the Autumn term and it feels like the first half term of 

2022 has flown by!  As we draw to the end of the first half of the Autumn term, we are 

enjoying the beautiful autumnal colours the season brings us. The children been 

collecting leaves and using branches to build dens at playtimes. Children and staff 

(Mr Cato, Miss Hunter and Mrs Sanda) who joined us this year have quickly become 

part of our St Mary’s family.  When I was showing a prospective parent around school 

the other day, the children were keen to share why they loved our school: “It’s a 

lovely school. Everyone is so kind. The teachers make learning fun.”  

 

Thinking of others 

Well done to Sarah who donated her lovely long locks to the Little 

Princess Trust.  

 

 

Well done to our GIFT team who organised our Harvest collection 

for both Blandford and Gillingham Food banks.  They decided to 

collect boxes of cereal as they felt that giving people the 

opportunity to start the day with a nourishing breakfast would be a good way to 

support others. We collected 60 boxes of cereal! 

 

 

Our GIFT Team are looking forward to leading our Harvest 

Liturgy today at school at 9:15am.  Parents and Carers 

have been invited to stay to celebrate with us.  

 

 

October the Month of the Rosary 

The children were each very fortunate to receive a small Rosary 

and a How to Pray the Rosary card today from the Catenian 

Rosary Group. I hope the children will enjoy praying with it. 

 

 

 

PE Kit  

Please can I remind you again that on PE days, for health and 

safety, children should not be wearing any earrings.  If this cannot 

be avoided, please ensure your child wears (surgical) tape over 

their earrings. Now would be a good time to introduce layers – 

joggers and shorts, depending on the weather.  



 

 

 

Music Tuition   

As Dorset Music Service (DMS) are changing the way they teach 

musical instruments, we now have an opportunity to book Mr Dave 

Gassmann (who is a former pupil of our school!) for brass or 

woodwind instrument lessons. These can be booked through DMS or 

via him privately (dgassmann.music@hotmail.com).  The instrument hire is 50% off for 

the first year £60 to £30.  

Visit DMS website (https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/dorset-

music-service/dorset-music-service) and click on instrument hire, fill in the form (yes for 

musicianship continuation) and he will deal with the paperwork/online payment 

forms.  

Instrument tuition on offer - for Years 3-6: 

BRASS -Trumpet/Cornet & Trombone 

WOODWIND - Flute, Clarinet & Alto Sax (Yr5/6 only for Sax due to the weight of the 

instrument) 

Costs:  

20 mins - £10 

30 mins - £15 

Groups 3-6 = 30 mins 

 

Busy Bees After School Club has 3 sessions: 

3:15 - 4:15pm - £3.50 

3:15 – 5:00pm - £7.50 

3:15 – 6:00pm - £10.00 

Please use School Money to book your child in for any sessions, but note that you 

can’t book through School Money on the day. Please note that children being 

picked up after 5pm, will be charged until 6pm. Thank you. 

Please remember that we have Breakfast Club which starts at 8am every day and 

costs £2.50 per session. 

After school clubs 

After School Clubs will restart again after the half term break, from week beginning 

7th November. The clubs run from 3:15 until 4:15pm 

Day Clubs 

Monday  Lego – Mr Cato 

Wednesday Book Club - Miss Smith 

Thursday Eco Club – Mrs Myatt 

Football KS2 – Mr Young 

 

Football Tournament 

Well done to the children who took part in a recent football tournament for local 

schools.  Unfortunately, they were faced with some of the larger schools who were 

able to take more than one team of entirely Y6! However, as usual, our children did us 

proud with their excellent behaviour and good manners. Thank you for representing St 

Mary’s so positively! 

mailto:dgassmann.music@hotmail.com
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/dorset-music-service/dorset-music-service
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/dorset-music-service/dorset-music-service


 

 

 

Celebration Assembly  

We are continuing to invite the parents of one class at a time to 

attend our Celebration Assembly.  Please arrive at 2:50pm and park 

on the playground, so we can start at 2:55pm. Thank you. 

Celebration Assembly - 2:55pm Class  

Friday 11th November St Mark’s 

Friday 18th November St Francis 

Friday 25th November St Alban’s  

 

PTFA  

The PTFA have lots to tell you, so look out for their separate 

newsletter coming soon! 

 

 

 

Half Term Activities 

Dorset Safer Schools and Communities Teams have made 

this video about keeping safe at Halloween and Bonfire 

Night.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVN3kl6vu48 

There are some ideas on the Primary Times website for activities to do during the half 

term holiday. https://www.primarytimes.co.uk/dorset/listings 

 

Junior Fun Tennis Coaching at Marnhull Tennis Club  

Fun and energetic sessions with games, technique and fitness for 

youngsters run by our LTA accredited coach Graham Howell. 

October: Mon 24th, Tues 25th and Weds 26th - book for one or more 

sessions 

3 groups: 

 Starters (5 to 7/8 yrs) 9:00 to 10:00 am 

 Inters (8 to 11/12 yrs) 10:00 to 11:30  

 Seniors, with some experience, (11/12 to 14 yrs) 11:30 to 1:00 pm 

Age flexibility, if by experience/ability your child would be more suited to a different 

session, do call to discuss. 

  

Fees: Starters group (1 hour), non-members £8 (members £6); Inters and Seniors group 

(1.5 hours), non-members £10 (members £8) - We are offering free places to refugee 

children. 

Payment request and details will be provided on completion of the sessions. 

For further information and to book places (please advise child's name, age and 

group wanted) contact John Seear at johnseear@hotmail.com or call 01258 269743 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVN3kl6vu48
https://www.primarytimes.co.uk/dorset/listings
mailto:johnseear@hotmail.com


 

 

 

Gillingham Library  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the flyer for a ‘Slightly-spooky playable family theatre mystery’, ‘The 

Midnight Mission’ hosted in Gillingham Library this half term. Organised by Artsreach, 

this show is suitable for children aged 6years + on Wednesday 26th October at 11am.  

Tickets are £6 for adults, £5 for a child and £20 for a family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dates for your diary: 

● Monday 31st October – INSET Day 

● Tuesday 1st November – children return to school 

● Tuesday 1st November – Whole School Mass in Church 

● Thursday 3rd November – School Photos (individual) 

● Friday 11th November - Flu Immunisations Rec-Y6  

● Friday 18th November - BBC Children in Need 

● Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd December – Christmas 

Wreath Workshops 

● Sunday 4th December - Christmas fair  

I hope you all have a good rest and safe holiday. I look forward to seeing you all in 

November! 

 

Sharon Betts 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 


